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Why It (should) Matter (to students)  

Eight Week Sermon Series 
“Because He Loved Us First” 

 
It’s a season of celebration… Celebrating what you made ask? Southwinds Church is celebrating 
its 75th anniversary as a fellowship of God’s people worshipping His name together. It’s not about 
owning property or having a state-of-the-art worship facility… it’s been about a spiritual journey 
of prayer warriors, faithful tithers, the unwavering usher, or children’s worker. Right now, WE are 
riding a wave of God’s faithfulness to the Southwinds Fam. because of a foundation set before us.  
 
Today, we exist to help people become fully-devoted Followers of Jesus Christ. This series has a 
purpose of helping teach main discipleship points on laying a foundation for the next 75 years of 
our lives; (and Southwinds Church, or whatever they fancy new name they change it to in the 
future.) This series covers themes like: “Who is Jesus, the Christ?”, “Servanthood – Beyond Saying 
Yes”, “Generosity – His, Mine or Ours”, we are going to hit some HOT TOPICS on WHY IT 
(should) MATTER to our student ministry (the church of today) and their future generations.  
 
Looking at the picture above choked me up a bit because I am able to look into the eyes of those 
we are intentionally trying to minister to. We are actively working in their lives to help set them 
on a course for the next 75. We trust the Lord will guide their feet, but grateful He’s allowed us to 
play a role in their lives. We Worship & Praise Him because He has loved us.  
 
Key Verse  
1 John 4:19 (ESV) 
We love because He first loved us. 
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Why It (should) Matter (to students)  
“Because He Loved Us First” 
Series Schedule & Overview  

 
Week 1. – September 21st  

- Title: It’s All About Jesus (1 John 4:7-19)  
o  We Love Jesus 

 
Week 2. – September 28th  

- Title: Who’s Your One? (Luke 5:17-26)  
o  We Love People   

 
Week 3. – October 5th  

- Title: Servanthood – Beyond Saying Yes (Galatians 1:15, Ephesians 4:1, Matthew 20:28) 
o We Serve God by Serving People  

 
Week 4. – October 12th 

- Title: A Global Mission  (Ephesians 3:7-13, Romans 10:14-15)  
o  We Love the Cross Cultural World  

 
Week 5. – October 19th  

- Title: Generosity – His, Mine or Ours (Acts 20:35)  
o  We Love Growing in Faith through Generosity 

 
Week 6. – October 29th  

- Title: The Reason We Gather (Colossians 3:16)  
o We Love Fellowship  

 
Week 7. – November 2nd  

- Title: Praying Minds (Psalm 17:6, Psalm 141:2, Psalm 4:1)  
o We Love to Talk with God  

 
Week 8. – November 16th  

- Title: Choosing Spiritual Growth (Psalm 1)  
o We Love Opportunities to Experience the Father  
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Why It (should) Matter (to students) 
It’s All About Jesus  

Part 1  
September 21st, 2022 

 
1 John 4:7-19 
 
7 Beloved, let us love one another, for love is from God, and whoever loves has been born of 
God and knows God. 8 Anyone who does not love does not know God, because God is love. 9 In 
this the love of God was made manifest among us, that God sent his only Son into the world, so 
that we might live through him. 10 In this is love, not that we have loved God but that he loved us 
and sent his Son to be the propitiation for our sins. 11 Beloved, if God so loved us, we also ought 
to love one another. 12 No one has ever seen God; if we love one another, God abides in us and his 
love is perfected in us. 

13 By this we know that we abide in him and he in us, because he has given us of his Spirit. 14 
And we have seen and testify that the Father has sent his Son to be the Savior of the world. 15 
Whoever confesses that Jesus is the Son of God, God abides in him, and he in God. 16 So we have 
come to know and to believe the love that God has for us. God is love, and whoever abides in love 
abides in God, and God abides in him. 17 By this is love perfected with us, so that we may have 
confidence for the day of judgment, because as he is so also are we in this world. 18 There is no 
fear in love, but perfect love casts out fear. For fear has to do with punishment, and whoever fears 
has not been perfected in love. 19 We love because He first loved us.  
 
 
It all begins with God’s love. In case we ever forget this basic, essential fact of our faith, 1 John 
makes it crystal clear. God is the source and the definition of love. God is love. God loves as the 
sun shines: love expresses who God is. God’s love is a truth more basic and reliable than the 
ground we walk on and the air we breathe. 
 

Life is all about Jesus! 
I am able to Love Jesus, Because Jesus Loved Me First. 

Before Love In My Life can ever be right, Jesus must be the love of my life. – Central to 
our mission. 

Making Jesus Essential To My Life  
 

 
Questions:  

1. Why is it important that God loved us FIRST?  
2. Read Jeremiah 1:5; After, what are some takeaways from being knit together? God took 

time to focus on ME, to work on ME.  
3. Who is Jesus? (Consider asking students to be more thoughtful (& Honest) about their 

responses?)((This should be more than “Son of God.”)) Who is Jesus to you? Why?  
4. Why is our lives supposed to be all about Jesus?  
5. What are some practical ways for our lives to be all about Jesus?  
6. Happies and Crappies  
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Why It (should) Matter (to students) 
Who’s Your One? 

Part 2 
September 28th, 2022 

Luke 5:17-26 (ESV)  
17 On one of those days, as he was teaching, Pharisees and teachers of the law were sitting there, 
who had come from every village of Galilee and Judea and from Jerusalem. And the power of the 
Lord was with him to heal. 18 And behold, some men were bringing on a bed a man who was 
paralyzed, and they were seeking to bring him in and lay him before Jesus, 19 but finding no 
way to bring him in, because of the crowd, they went up on the roof and let him down with his 
bed through the tiles into the midst before Jesus. 20 And when he saw their faith, he 
said, “Man, your sins are forgiven you.” 21 And the scribes and the Pharisees began to question, 
saying, “Who is this who speaks blasphemies? Who can forgive sins but God alone?” 22 When 
Jesus perceived their thoughts, he answered them, “Why do you question in your hearts? 23 Which 
is easier, to say, ‘Your sins are forgiven you,’ or to say, ‘Rise and walk’? 24 But that you may know 
that the Son of Man has authority on earth to forgive sins”—he said to the man who was 
paralyzed—“I say to you, rise, pick up your bed and go home.” 25 And immediately he rose up 
before them and picked up what he had been lying on and went home, glorifying God. 26 And 
amazement seized them all, and they glorified God and were filled with awe, saying, “We have 
seen extraordinary things today.” 
 
6 Approaches 

- Direct = Here’s what’s up? Here’s why? Believe yet?  
- Intellectual = Here’s the facts. Great detail.  
- Testimonial = Let me tell you what God has done in my life.  
- Relational = We’re friends, can I share something with you?  
- Invitational = Come join me at church, your life will be changed.  
- Service = How can I help you? I enjoy serving. (“To serve and not to be served”) 

 
Jesus FIRST forgave his sins because, like us, he needed a much greater healing than a 
restored physical condition – John Piper  
Questions 

1. To what great lengths did the paralyzed man’s friends go to help put him near Jesus?  
2. What’s a personal example of you going out of your way to help someone know Jesus?  
3. Which evangelistic approach do you find the hardest? Which evangelistic approach do you 

find the easiest? Why?  
4. V24, Jesus says “Rise & pick up your bed and go home.” – What do you think is going 

through the paralyzed man’s head? Friend’s head? Thoughts?  
5. The paralyzed man had great faith, do you think the men who brought him to Jesus had 

faith?  
6. Do you have someone in your life you’re regularly praying for? Inviting? Or any of the six 

different approaches? Name them and pray for them as a group.  
7. Happies & Crappies  
8. Who’s Your One Activity – Pray as a group together for your “ONE”, write their 

“one’s” name on the tag and each student it over to the display in the Sprung Main Room 
and clip it on. 
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Why It (should) Matter (to students) 
Servanthood – Beyond Saying Yes 

Part 3 
October 5th, 2022 

 
Galatians 1:15 
But when He who had set me apart before I was born, and who called me by His grace, 
 
Ephesians 4:1 
I therefore, a prisoner for the Lord, urge you to walk in a manner worthy of the calling to which 
you have been called 
 
Matthew 20:28 
…even as the Son of Man came not to be served but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for 
many.” 
 

We Serve God by Serving People 
 
5 Reasons to Serve… (Beyond just saying YES)  

1. I’m created for Service (Gal 1:15)  
2. I’m saved for Service (Eph 2:10)  
3. I’m called to Service (Eph 4:1)  
4. I’m gifted for Service (1 Cor. 12)  
5. I’m commanded to serve others. (Matt. 20:28)  

 
Every member of every church should be serving in some way, and every servant of the Lord 
should remember that it’s more than just serving others; it’s loving them: “Serve one another 
humbly in love”  
 
Psalm 100:2  
Serve the Lord with gladness 
 
 
Questions  

1. Do you serve somewhere? Where? Why?  
2. What do you think it means to serve the Lord with gladness in Psalm 100:2?  
3. Matthew 20:28 talks about serving others, and not waiting to be served? Explain? Why 

should we live that lifestyle?  
4. Tech. Worship. Greeting. Café. Announcements. Leadership team. Which one of those 

interests you the most? (Leaders write this down and turn in for our leadership team please.)  
5. Happies & Crappies  
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Why It (should) Matter (to students) 
A Global Mission 

Part 4 
October 12th, 2022 

 
Ephesians 3:7-13 
Of this gospel I was made a minister according to the gift of God’s grace, which was given me by 
the working of his power. To me, though I am the very least of all the saints, this grace was given, 
to preach to the Gentiles the unsearchable riches of Christ, and to bring to light for everyone 
what is the plan of the mystery hidden for ages in God, who created all things, so that through the 
church the manifold wisdom of God might now be made known to the rulers and authorities in the 
heavenly places. This was according to the eternal purpose that he has realized in Christ Jesus our 
Lord, in whom we have boldness and access with confidence through our faith in him. So I ask 
you not to lose heart over what I am suffering for you, which is your glory. 
 

Sharing Unsearchable Riches of Christ 
 

Romans 10:14-15 
14 How then will they call on him in whom they have not believed? And how are they to believe 
in him of whom they have never heard? And how are they to hear without someone preaching? 15 
And how are they to preach unless they are sent? As it is written, “How beautiful are the feet of 
those who preach the good news!”  
 
Missions is the process of reaching unreached peoples with the Gospel, which requires 
intense language-learning, cultural study, and relationship-building. 

Short-term missions, therefore, does not exist. All of our missions — however long 
we’re physically in the country — is long-term missions.  

 
Southwinds is a part of the North American Mission Board (NAMB) and in the Spring of 2023, 
we’ll be partnering with the Send City Missionaries in LA to bring a team of students, leaders, 
and parents to help church planners reach unreached people groups for the Gospel.  
 
Questions 

1. What is cross-cultural mission important?  
2. Why is cross-cultural mission important?  
3. Rom. 10:15 talks about “How beautiful are the feet of those who preach the good news?” 

– Break that down a bit, maybe reflect on Part 2 weeks evangelistic approaches; and last 
week’s commission to serve (the church, locally, and globally). 

4. Has anyone considered wanting to be a missionary when they’re older?  
5. LA mission trip… interested? (Leaders – write these names in and turn them in to us 

please.)  
6. Happies & Crappies  
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Why It (should) Matter (to students) 
Generosity – His, Mine or Ours 

Part 5 
October 19th, 2022 

 
Acts 20:35 
35 In all things I have shown you that by working hard in this way we must help the weak 
and remember the words of the Lord Jesus, how he himself said, ‘It is more blessed 
to give than to receive.’ 

 
Generosity is more than tithing, and more than just money. 

Generosity has to do with our hearts. 
 

Generosity in the context of our: 
1. Time 
2. Treasures  
3. Talents  

 
Sacrificially -  “Christians ought to give in such a way that there are things we forego in order 
to be generous” — (Maybe a game, maybe the new video game, Maybe a birthday party, date 
night, Homecoming, Etc.  
 
In 2 Corinthians, Paul encourages and exhorts the Corinthian Christians to contribute 
generously to the relief of the suffering believers in Jerusalem (1 Cor. 16:1-4) As he does, 
he describes how God’s beautiful economy of grace works to produce a wealth of joy. 

1. Generosity produces greater contentment. 
2. Generosity increases your love for the kingdom of God. 
3. Generosity clarifies your purpose. 
4. Generosity produces a more loving heart. 

 
One of the effects of the gospel going deeper into our souls is that it frees our fingers to 
loosen their grasp on our goods. Generosity is one of the great evidences of truly being a 
Christian. 
 
 
Questions  

1. Jesus says, “It’s more blessed to give than to receive.” – Why do you think that?  
2. How does generosity produce contentment with our lives, and the Kingdom of God?  
3. What are some practical ways we can practice generosity in our lives today?  
4. How do we change our hearts to be generous? What about our minds / actions?  
5. Happies and Crappies  
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Why It (should) Matter (to students) 
The Reason We Gather 

Part 6 
October 29th, 2022 

Colossians 3:16 
Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly, teaching and admonishing one another in all 
wisdom, singing psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, with thankfulness in your hearts to 
God. 
 
Acts 2:42-47  
42 They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and to fellowship, to the breaking of bread 
and to prayer. 43 Everyone was filled with awe at the many wonders and signs performed by the 
apostles. 44 All the believers were together and had everything in common. 45 They sold property 
and possessions to give to anyone who had need. 46 Every day they continued to meet together in 
the temple courts. They broke bread in their homes and ate together with glad and sincere 
hearts, 47 praising God and enjoying the favor of all the people.  And the Lord added to their 
number daily those who were being saved. 
 
The Reason We Gather 

1. Devotion to teachings (Bible)  
2. Devotion to fellowship (food / life groups)  
3. Devotion to prayer (care and communication)  
4. Devotion to a time of singing praises  
5. Devotion to a heart of thankfulness 

 
The church is not a building or a place but a fellowship in which you belong to 
 — People who live life together.  This word for “fellowship” in v42 is the Greek word 
“koinonia.” – (Koinos) - common / impure; It most commonly means “fellowship, communion, 
participation, sharing.” 

Fellowship is more like welcoming a friend in to experience life with you even though there’s 
laundry piles on the floor, dishes in the sink, Fellowship is when your parent dies or you’re sick 
and a friend comes over to take care of you. Fellowship is getting up early for breakfast with 
brothers or sisters in Christ to pray and confess your sins to each other. Fellowship is seeing each 
other on the good days and the bad, day in and day out, which is probably more like how our 
family and children see us than our church family.  

Questions 
1. Let’s talk about devotion to one another? Do you make a commitment to make it here to 

see one another?  
2. Why do we place a “mask” over our hearts & lives in community? Aren’t we supposed to 

let them down? Thoughts?  
3. Life Groups are mini communities – Spend extra time talking about life tonight.  
4. Allow the conversations to lead themselves with how student’s are doing. Keep building 

relationships naturally.  
5. Happies and Crappies 
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Why It (should) Matter (to students) 
Praying Minds 

Part 7 
November 2nd, 2022 

 
Psalm 17:6 
I call upon you, for you will answer me, O God; incline your ear to me; hear my words. 
 
Psalm 141:2 
Let my prayer be counted as incense before you, and the lifting up of my hands as the evening 
sacrifice! 
 
Psalm 4:1 
Answer me when I call, O God of my righteousness! You have given me relief when I was in 
distress. Be gracious to me and hear my prayer! 
 
Downtown New York Prayer Meeting of 1857. 
 

Through Prayer I have access to God. 
Through Prayer I have Humble myself before God 

Through Prayer I gain Rest. 
 

 The devil defeats most praying before it happens because we didn’t make a plan. 
 

A limited prayer life demonstrates a lack of a passionate heart towards God.  
 
Methods  

1. Set A Time  
2. Set A Place (withdraw)  
3. Set A Culture (posture)  
4. Pray Scripture  
5. Pray Specifically  

 
Prayer is not a formula or something that only “works” if we do it perfectly. It should 
never be careless. Careless prayers are like arrows that fall carelessly at our feet.  
 
Questions 

1. Prayer Requests? Spend time time praying for your group as a group FIRST THING.  
2. How’s your prayer life?  
3. Do you find it difficult to prayer? Why   
4. What do you find the most difficult aspect of a prayer life?  
5. Anyone willing to share some methods they use to help jumpstart their prayer life?  
6. Happies and Crappies  
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Why It (should) Matter (to students) 
Choosing Spiritual Growth 

Part 8 
October 12th, 2022 

 
Psalm 1 
1 Blessed is the man who walks not in the counsel of the wicked, nor stands in the way of 
sinners, nor sits in the seat of scoffers; 2 but his delight is in the law of the LORD, and on 
his law he meditates day and night. 3 He is like a tree planted by streams of water that yields its 
fruit in its season, and its leaf does not wither. In all that he does, he prospers. 4 The wicked are 
not so, but are like chaff that the wind drives away. 5 Therefore the wicked will not stand in 
the judgment, nor sinners in the congregation of the righteous; 6 for the LORD knows the way of 
the righteous, but the way of the wicked will perish. 
 
Psalm 1 paints a clear picture of where each path leads 

1. Fullness of life in Christ.  
2. Blown away by the wind of Destruction  

 
Scripture consistently state that there is only one path to an abundant life, and that is a life 
lived in obedience to the will of God. So, when a person leaves that path, they will leave the 
true way to life. 

- Chaff is the papery stuff around the seed that a farmer wants to get rid of to enjoy the 
harvest. 

- So they would throw the seed up in the air, so that the wind could carry away the useless 
as the seed falls back to the ground. The wicked are described as chaff, lightweights, 
person without real substance.  

 
In other words, Psalm 1 says that when you walk off the map outlined in the Bible, the 
result is you dry up and are blown away. That’s the fate of people who are called wicked. 
 
Free Will is the power to decide what you will do in a certain situation. 
 
Questions: 

1. Have you heard about Free Will before? What’s your understanding of it?  
2. Explain your understanding of living a life in the fullness (presence) of Christ? 
3. What are the two pathways each person might encounter?  
4. What might be some “chaff” that we could get rid of from our lives today?  
5. I might consider asking students, “If anyone would like to respond by asking for help 

in some next steps to live in the Fullness of Christ and get rid of the Chaff that might 
require some personal growth. (Invite your students to accept Jesus; if they haven’t.)  

6. Happies and Crappies  
 


